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2017 Spring 
Cruisin'

Those BCYC 
             cruisers 
                         really get around!

BCYC cruisers seen in Clearwater, Ft DeSoto, Sarasota, Venice and traveling 
the ICW. Also spotted farther afield in Key West and the Dry Tortugas, 
Marathon, Bimini and Eleuthera.
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Commodore’s Corner
Submitted by Lee Nell, 2017 Commodore

View this newsletter in full color online at www.sailbcyc.org

Flag Officer, Board and other BCYC 
member phone numbers and email 
addresses available to club members 
at www.sailbcyc.org

Boca Ciega Yacht Club & Anchorage
4600 Tifton Drive South • Gulfport, FL 33711
727-321-7295
Mailing address for ALL payments by check:
Boca Ciega Yacht Club
PO Box 530848 | St. Petersburg FL 33747

Calling all volunteers. I know you guys are probably tired of all my cries 
for more volunteers for this club. So if you want to stop me, just step 
forward and take over a task — I’ll stop. Seriously, though, this club is 
run by volunteers, many of whom handle multiple tasks throughout 
the year. And many of those folks are weary and would appreciate help 
from other members. I know some of you members – some newer ones, 
some longer-term – would like to help out but are not sure whether 
you would be welcome or how to sign up. Trust me, your assistance 
would be greatly welcomed. We will see that you have all the support 
you need, and we’d love for you to bring your own perspectives to the 
project. Look in the Directory for contact information for your Board, 
and just let one of us know you might be interested.  

As I said last month, a good way to get started would be getting 
involved in planning for BCYC’s entry in the Gulfport July 4th parade.  
Contact Barb Meyer or Lisa Glaser. Or me. The Fourth of July parade is 
always a great time, for us and for the City. Come on out and help us 
celebrate.  

I want to give a shout-out to two guys who are always doing good 
things for the club but whose names we don’t salute enough. As many 
of you know, we had some incidents a few weeks ago in which two of 
our Capris were damaged during races. Our own Ed Mitchell has been 
working on repairing those boats for quite a few days now. Ed did a 
repair last year that turned out great, and I know these repairs are also 
going to be splendid. Ed donates his time to the club for these repairs, 
which would otherwise cost us significant amounts. So thank you, Ed.  
We sincerely do appreciate your hard work.  

Another guy you may have heard of is Jeff Reckson. If you check out our 
new walls on the northwest side of the building, you’ll see two gor-
geous, sturdy windows higher in those walls. Jeff donated those to us 
when we mentioned that we needed windows to admit some natural 
light into the workshop. These are “hurricane proof” windows that are 
necessary to meet the building codes and that otherwise would have 
cost the club a ton of money. Instead, we were able to have the contrac-
tor install them with no additional cost to us. Building codes for win-
dows are fairly rigorous, but our new windows passed inspection with 
only a glance at the labels from the code enforcement guy. Thanks to 
Jeff Reckson for that donation.  

You may have seen that our one shed has a new coat of paint … ok 
it’s actually primer for you purists. We’re hoping for a day or two soon 
when we can count on not having a bunch of rain so we can finish the 
priming and then painting of those two sheds. Stay tuned, but you can 
already see how nice they’re going to look when we’re done. As with all 
of our projects, we can always use some additional volunteers for this 
painting so that we can get it done more quickly.  

See you at the parade on July 4th. 



July Birthdays
Submitted by Trish Dale

BCYC Merchandise for Sale
Support BCYC and Look Good Too!

Our display case at the 
club gives you a sampling 
of items from our ever-
changing inventory.  They 
are available for purchase 
at monthly club meetings 
and at some work days 
and club events. 

Please text, call or email 
Patty Tishuk at 727-488-
4167 (ptishuk@gmail.com) 

and she will try to accommodate your schedule within 
reason. 

We accept cash or checks only. Checks to be made 
payable to BCYC. Thank you and smooth sailing!

www.sailbcyc.org

Are we missing your birthday?  
Please edit your member information in Wild Apricot 
or contact Trish Dale.

Glenn Dobos ...............................................................July 1
Sandee Doherty .........................................................July 3
Brian Franson ..............................................................July 3
Marie Lorenz ................................................................July 4
Jim Meyer .....................................................................July 5
Henry Stewart .............................................................July 5
Sharon Vreeland .........................................................July 6
Frank McKinney..........................................................July 7
Carol Yoder ...................................................................July 7
Mike Porter ..................................................................July 8
Carol Southard............................................................July 8
Louise Dobos ..............................................................July 9
Carroll Risk ...................................................................July 9
Thomas Lennehan ....................................................July 9
Ruth Hicks ................................................................. July 10
Doug Niebur ............................................................ July 10
Margaret Eldridge .................................................. July 11
Debra Weber ............................................................ July 11
Stephanie Slavick ................................................... July 12
Anita Adams ............................................................. July 13

John Budinski........................................................... July 13
Jenn Buckley ............................................................ July 14
Sherrill O'Brien ......................................................... July 16
John Meyer ............................................................... July 18
Ray Rodriguez .......................................................... July 19
Linda Sheronas ........................................................ July 24
Peter Agnello ........................................................... July 25
Jeff Reckson .............................................................. July 25
Stefan Kaschkafayev .............................................. July 26
Ed Mitchell ................................................................ July 26
Larry Lynch ............................................................... July 27
Jihi Bustamante  ...................................................... July 30
Diane Hartman ........................................................ July 30
John Holland ............................................................ July 30
Glenda Hottle........................................................... July 30

BCYC gear goes everywhere! 
Send us a photo of you wearing BCYC gear on 
your travels and we will feature it here.

BCYC in Bimini
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Advertising Rates
Business Card Ad

One Month ................$15

Three Months ...........$30

Six Months  ...............$50

One Year .....................$75

Quarter Page Ad

One Month ................$30

Three Months ...........$60

Six Months  ............ $100

One Year .................. $150

Half Page Ad

One Month ................$45

Three Months ........ $100

Six Months  ............ $150

One Year .................. $250

Full Page Ad

One Month ................$60

Three Months ........ $120

Six Months ............. $200

One Year .................. $300

Thanks to Our Photographers!
The most popular part of the Windword each month is the club photos, candid and 
otherwise. We want to thank all of you shutterbugs out there who send us such great 
material. This newsletter wouldn’t be the same without you. 

This month’s contributors are: Ruth Peterson, Susan McQuillan, Joye Swisher, Bessie 
Morse, Paula Shur., Dan Chesnut, Jen Rogers and Tony Angel.

  Thanks to you all!

BCYC Web Site Be sure to check our web site regularly to sign up for events;  for What's 
Trending Now and calendar updates, weather and tide links, full-color 
Windword online, Wild Apricot membership features and more. 

Free Marine Classifieds
Do you have any marine related items you want to 
purchase, trade or sell?  Take a step up from the club 
bulletin board. Email windword@sailbcyc.org  

Submit payment to: BCYC Treasurer, PO Box 530848, St Petersburg, FL 33747 
Checks made payable to: BCYC

Questions or ad specs: Lee Nell, 215-518-7671, leenell3@gmail.com
Submit artwork (PDF preferred) to: Jennifer Rogers, windword@sailbcyc.org

www.sailbcyc.org

For Sale: 44' Bombay Explorer.  Fix-it-Upper. Parts for Lehman Diesel need to be installed (have parts). Hugh deck 
with lots of room for friends/family.  Spinnaker, roller furler jib (couple of sails for jib), main sail needs replacing. 
Best offer over $10,000.  On anchor in Boca Ciega Bay outside of Gulfport Marina. Contact Ann at ann.new44@
gmail.com or Ray at 727-557-5885 (captray44@gmail.com).

For Sale:  BOAT STUFF, propane stove w/oven, anchor windless, line, fenders, etc.  Call with needs.   
Russ, 727-543-1995

For Sale: MINT JULEP, a 1978 Herreshoff 22. You have seen her at dry slip #43 or in wet slip on B dock.  A classic 
friendship sloop from the 30’s, but with a fiberglass hull & deck, with a 2014 4 stroke 5hp Mercury Saildrive.  Many 
have said she is the prettiest boat in the harbor, yours for only $9,900. Trailer avail. for $600. Rand 727-742-8531. 

For Sale: West Marine SB-275 Wood Floor Inflatable Sportboat (Dinghy), 9 ft., 2-person. Includes two paddles. 
Made in France by Zodiac; 2008. Model Z24818. Registered in FL. $500 or best offer.  
Minn Kota (Johnson Outdoors Marine Electronics) Endura C2 Transom-Mount Trolling Motor, complete with Bat-
tery Power Center with Integrated Circuit Breakers, Dual Accessory Ports, External Battery Posts, and Built-in Bat-
tery Meter (12-Volt Battery Not Included). Never Used. $200 or best offer. Dick Risk, dickrisk@yahoo.com
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

To avoid scheduling conflicts, please contact Secretary Linda Bagby for calendar 
updates. Phone 907-947-0705 or email: secretary@sailbcyc.org

August 2017
                 

     1 2   3    4 5  

 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30 31  

Board Meeting 
7:30

Sea Scouts
(every Wed 5pm)

Windword 
Deadline

   

General Meeting 
8pm

Spring/Summer 
PHRF Racing Series 
Skipper Mtg 12 pm

Sunset/Full Moon Rise 
Sail Out 7pm

Tuesday Night Racing
(every Tues 5pm)

Little Harbor 
Cruise 9 am

Little Harbor 
Cruise

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

July 2017
                 

              1  

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

Board Meeting 
7:30

Sea Scouts
(every Wed 5pm)

Windword 
Deadline

   

General Meeting 
8pm

Work Day 8:30 am
Rhumb Runners 11 am
Pot luck Dinner 6 pm

Spring/Summer 
PHRF Racing Series 
Skipper Mtg 12 pm

Sunset/Full Moon Rise 
Sail Out 7 pm

Tuesday Night Racing
(every Tues 5pm)

Magnuson or 
Regatta Point Cruise 

9 am

Watermelon  
Regatta 9am

4th of July Parade 
1pm, 4pm

Gaboon Race 2pm

Magnuson or 
Regatta Point Cruise 

9 am

Work Day 8:30 am
Rhumb Runners 11 am
Pot luck Dinner 6 pm
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Masthead Sailing GearMasthead Sailing GearMasthead Sailing Gear   
     727-327-5361   

             4500 28th St. N.,  St. Petersburg 
 

Visit our new 12,000sf store & sail loft. 
 

 USED SAILS - Over 3,000 racing &                                
        cruising sails in stock. 

 SAIL LOFT - New sails, sail repairs,        
    sailcovers. 

 SAILING STORE– Hardware, line 
                                   Sailing Apparel & Gear 
 Boat Dealership  
     New Catalina Sailboats 
       New Com-Pac Yachts 
                 Used Sailboats up to 30’ 
 KAYAKS - fishing & recreational    

wwww.mastheadsailinggearmastheadsailinggear.com 

107 15th Avenue S.E.
St Petersburg, FL 33701

Service with a smile…
• We offer a wide variety  

of repairs &  
maintenance services

• Long term dry storage
• Insurance estimates
• Mast and Sail services
• Short Haul for Survey
• Full Service Bottom  

Paint Job
• Zinc and thru hull  

specials

727 895-4481  •  Saltcreekmarina.net

Come say “Hi!” to Coco 
and Buddy and get your 
free Koozie

Support our advertisers. Tell them you saw them in the Windword!

Skyway Jack’s  
Come In, Pig Out!!!! 

(Carry out also available) 

 
 

2795 34th Street South 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711 

(727) 867-1907/ (727) 866-3217 
Open 7 days, 5am-3pm daily!!! 

www.skywayjacksfl.com 
Find us on Facebook @ Skyway Jacks of Florida!! 
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Support our advertisers. Tell them you saw them in the Windword!

Don Can Fix It!
Yes he can!

 
Home Maintenance
and “Fixes”
From Furniture Assembly 

to Hauling;  from 

Pressure Washing to 

Yard Work 

Let us whittle 

down your “Honey Do” List

Need it fixed? Give us a call!

Phone: 727-688-3946

Email: info@doncanfixit.com

On the web at: www.doncanfixit.com

Don Rogers |  BCYC Member
SV Sanity Clause Lic #12-00032846
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City of Gulfport’s 

Parade! and More! 
BCYC join the Sea Scouts and Rhumb Runners 

Meet at 1PM to decorate the club float or show up to walk in the
parade no later than 4PM  Wear BCYC Garb! Everyone is welcome to 
come support our club.   

ALSO Check out our other events! 
Don’t forget the Gaboon Race on July lst.  The Watermelon Regatta 
the morning of the 4th and the best city fireworks ever! 

Float check-in begins between 4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. in front of the Gulfport 
Public Library parking lot at 5501 28th Ave. S. (Corner parking lot of Beach Blvd. 
S. and 27th Ave. S.). Floats will meet in the check in area no later than 5:30 p.m. 
Staff will direct you from there. The Parade will start at 6 p.m. SHARP!
NOTE: Throwing of candy, toys or other objects is strictly prohibited. Walkers can hand 
out . 

PARADE IS ON TUESDAY, JULY 4TH  
To help decorate contact Joel Heyne; jheyen@verizon.net or 

Co-Activity Chair Barb Meyer; sunnlover@aol.com 
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SURF’S UP!

Saturday, July 22nd

Happy Hour 6PM / Dinner 7 – 9

Shrimp Boil
Bring a side dish to share and wear your beach attire!
Endless Summer & Riding Giants movies to be shown

Sponsored by Kathy Longacre and Gary Rhoads

SURF’S UP!

Seen Around the Club
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Waterway Watch Report
or: Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Nasty 
Water Borne Bacteria But Didn't Dare Ask

Submitted by Dan Chesnut, Waterway Watch Coordinator

Rainy season is clearly upon us again, and with that the 
expected occurrences of elevated levels of water borne 
bacteria that have plagued us the past two years.

My attention to this matter is gradually 
making me a sort of treasure trove of infor-
mation about it, but please focus on this one 
idea for now:  

In my opinion, people who potentially come 
into contact with water in the areas around the 
Gulfport Marina and Beach should follow this advice:

Do not wait until a posted advisory is in place.  If 
there is a heavy rain, assume the counts of harmful 
bacteria are unsafe, and decide accordingly.  (See more 
on this below).

How will this affect this year's Raft Up?

On the bright side, and given that our famous Labor 
Day Raft Up event has been cancelled the past two 
years due to this bacteria issue, yours truly is going out 
on a limb to make this prediction:

"I predict there is a 93% chance that the raft up will be 
successful this year and not be cancelled due to the 
water quality."  

Go Raft Up!

There it is.  You can hold me to it.  Quote me on it. 

So get your floats, beer holders, your party music and 
get ramped up for this year's Raft Up.  Details on this 
event to follow elsewhere.

Gulfport Marina update

Starting October 1st  (most likely), the marina will begin 
allowing live aboards with vessels at least 35 feet in 
length.  Details still being worked out.

At the same time, slip rates are expected to go up.  
Gulfport has had among the lowest slip rates in this 
area for a long time, and with their new buildings and 
new policies, they clearly are upgrading into a new 
future, and this is part of that transition. At some point, 
we, too, will be part of that transition into a new future.

Now back to the bacteria: Water Quality Q & A

1) Q: Why does the count of harmful bacteria go up 
when there are heavy rains?

A: Two ways:  1) Rains wash miscellaneous junk into 
the bay: animal droppings, vehicle drippings, and lawn 
fertilizer.  These promote blooms of these types of 
bacteria.  2) The heaviest rains cause over-flow issues 
at local sewage facilities, which then have to pump the 
excess sewage into the bay, a nasty mess in which these 
bacteria actually thrive.  

2) Q: But the rains in the first part of 
June weren't all that heavy. So, why 
the beach and marina closings we 
saw mid-June?

 A: Months of drought allowed 
an especially large build up of ani-

mal "stuff", which suddenly all washed into 
the bay the first part of the month, causing an unusual-
ly high amount of nutrients in the water for those bac-
teria. Plus, since lawns are not allowed to be fertilized 
after June 1st, the fertilizer companies made a big push 
in May to fertilize lawns, so there was a lot of fertilizer 
around to washed into the local waters.  Unfortunately, 
fertilizer, a manure-like product, promotes bacteria 
growth in water.

3) Q: Why ignore the beach closing advisories?

A: The information in those advisors is accurate and well 
handled, and I have thanked the Gulfport City Manager 
more than once for the excellent job he has done in 
alerting the public.  However, the process needed to 
make the determination for those advisories necessarily 
creates a delay between the time the bacteria counts 
go up into the harmful range, until the time the advi-
sory is actually posted.  Plus, a recheck is sometimes 
performed on a later date which causes a further delay.  
So again, in real time, we are safer assuming after any 
heavy rain that the water has a high bacteria count and 
not wait for the advisory.

4)  How is this information organized by officials?

A: Based on experience, experts have created catego-
ries of either  "Good", "Moderate", or "Poor," depending 
on how many bacteria are counted per 100 milliliters in 
a test sample.  (I invented an additional, fourth catego-
ry: When the report says the bacteria numbers in the 
sample are “too high to count,” I classify that as “OMG!”)

Two types of bacteria are counted: Enterococcus and 
Fecal Coliform.

By the way, the state posts similar advisories at specific 
beach locations all around the state as needed.  We just 
don’t normally hear much about those.

DANGER
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5) Where are these advisories posted?

A: Gulfport does an outstanding job of keeping the 
public informed. Simply look at the home page of their 
website (myfgulfport.us) and select the link there, or 
get to the same page via the link on the BCYC home 
page. Plus, the City posts hard copy advisories here at 
the docks and at the beach.

6) How unsafe is the water when it is classified as 
"poor"?

A: Statistically, about 1 in 25 people suffer illnesses 
when exposed to such water.  According to the state of 
Florida: 

"If high concentrations of pathogenic organisms are 
ingested while in recreational waters or enter through 
an open cut or sore, they may cause human disease 
or infections. The most common symptoms include 
rashes, diarrhea, nausea, and vomiting."

7) Is it illegal to enter the water in areas under advisory?

A:  It is not illegal, and BCYC won't stop you from using 
club boats, either, although certain businesses such as 
kayak rentals are sometimes not allowed to operate.  
You make your own decision about using a club boat 
(all of which can get you wet), or other in-water activ-
ity.

8) Will the City of St. Petersburg ever stop pumping 
excess sewage into the Bay?

A: Expect 2-3 years before a fix is in place.  We won't 
know until then how effective that fix is.  The City closed 
one of its four treatment facilities a few years ago and is 
trying very hard not to reopen it.

9) Why does this pumping of excess sewage by St. Pe-
tersburg affect Gulfport?

A: Gulfport does not have its own treatment plant, but 
depends on St. Petersburg to handle its sewage, so 
when St. Petersburg is over capacity, so is Gulfport and 
other municipalities.  Plus, in the past, St. Petersburg has 
chosen to pump sewage into Clam Bayou, which flows 
into Boca Ciega Bay.

10) Q: Dan, how do you do know so much about this stuff?

A:  I look up information, I contact experts, and by 
chance I have come to know some very smart people 
politically close to the situation.  

I would like to add that this issue has affected me, too, 
both here and on Tampa Bay.  My own boat is docked 
at the St. Petersburg City Marina, just about half a mile 
from where those millions of gallons of excess sewage 
came out of the pipe, and my favorite cove for anchor-
ing near there still does not have the clearness in the 
water that it did a few years ago

Present this coupon for $5 off
your purchase of $25 or more

Expires July 31, 2017

the helpful place

Sunshine Skyway 
Ace Hardware

4501 34th Street South
St Petersburg, FL 33711

727-867-6977
727-866-2447(fax)

Tools, stainless hardware, personal service  
and more…everything you need.

It’s time to get your 

back!
Sailing Weekends

Full hardware inventory, and check out our 
Marine Supply section for reasonable prices.

Enjoy Authentic Greek Food, Seafood &More!
Indoor seating and

Outdoor Patio with a Great View
Happy Hour 1-6pm  •  Early Bird 3-5:30

Full Bar
Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials

Open 7 Days a week
5501 Shore Blvd. South, Gulfport

(727) 623-4823 

www.neptunegrillgulfport.com

Watch for money-saving coupons from our advertisers! 11



Youth Sailing 2017
Submitted by Ruth Peterson

Thirty four years ago, Joel Heyne launched the first BCYC 
sponsored Summer Youth Sailing program. At the time, 
his own daughters, Heather and Heidi, were too young 
to attend as students but being “club kids” they soon 
became assistants who helped with demos for class. 

Fast forward to 2017…and you will find a role reversal 
as Heidi is the current lead sailing instructor with Joel 
as her assistant. 

That’s not all! Third generation sailors are also involved 
with Joel’s grandchildren participating. The oldest, 
Talib, assisting along with other Ship 915  Sea Scouts. 
And Teia, as a new student. 

Joel was recently reflecting on the joy of hearing from 
former students who expressed that their experiences 
at youth sailing held some of their fondest summer 
memories!

Thank you 
Joel, for your 
continued 
dedication 
to our youth! 
Thank you, 
Heidi, for 
carrying the 
torch along-
side your 
father! 
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View this newsletter in full color online at www.sailbcyc.org

Cruising to Bimini in 2017
Submitted by Susan McQuillan

On Saturday, March 11th, Invictus and Sarah John left 
BCYC heading out for our Bahamas adventure. We met 
up with Bladerunner, from St. Pete, and anchored at 
Longboat Key for our first night out. 

Making our way down the ICW, we stopped at some of 
our favorite anchorages like Englewood, Pelican Bay, 
where we met up with Mirror Image, Cabbage Key and 
Glover’s Bight. We made it to Rose Marina, in Marco, for 
a couple of days, before heading out for Boot Key in 
Marathon.

Marathon is a great destination as there is so much to 
do and see there. Before leaving Marathon, we re-pro-
visioned and were got ready for our next adventure….
crossing of the Gulf Stream to Bimini! We left Marathon 
and headed to Rodriguez Key to stage for that cross-
ing. We met Slip Away, who was looking for buddy 
boats to make “the crossing”, at Rodriguez

On Saturday, April 1st, 3 weeks out, we had anchors up 
at 3:00am and the 4 of us headed out for “the cross-
ing”. The seas were a little rolly, but not too bad. We 
could see the Milky Way and lots of phosphorescence 
of the sea. After a few hours, the rolly subsided and 
the Gulf Stream was smooth as glass. We motored the 
entire way and there were no winds to put the sails up. 
We made it to Brown’s Marina in North Bimini around 
5:00pm. 

We rented a golf cart to explore the island and the 
beautiful beaches and people of Bimini. We grilled 
some fresh lobster, ate at some of the local favorite 
spots, and Becky finally got to have her fill of conch 
salad. 

We left Brown’s, and Slip Away but added Stargazer 
to our flotilla, and headed for Mackey Shoal to anchor 
for the night before heading to Bullock’s Harbour and 
Hawk’s Nest Cay to wait out some weather. The water 
colors are so beautiful…..they go from a blue tur-
quoise to light green to emerald green. We had really 
great “Cheeseburgers in Paradise” at the Beach Club, 
explored Great Harbour Cay Marina, which has lots of 
events going on, and the town, before heading out.

We headed for White Cay and a blue hole, for the next 
adventure. We had a short hike from the shore to the 
blue hole. WOW…..so amazing! Some brave souls 
jumped off the cliff, while others walked down and 
soaked in the very salty blue hole waters. We all had 

Happy Hour and appetizers on the shore of a secluded 
island and watched the sun set, which, again, was so 
amazing. 

Anchors were up early the next morning as we headed 
for the Berry Island Club on Frazier’s Hog Cay. They were 
working to replace the slips and restaurant from the 
damage from Hurricane Matthew in 2016. They had 7 
new mooring balls and were working to install water 
pipes so we could use the showers. The winds and cur-
rents were so strong that we could not get back ashore 
to see if they were successful in getting the water run-
ning again. The town was still not open. 

On Tuesday, April 11th, we said our good-byes to Sarah 
John, Bladerunner and Stargazer as they needed to start 
making their way back to the states. John and I made 
our first attempt at making it to Nassau before making 
our way down to the Exumas. When the seas decided 
to take it up to 8 feet with very strong head winds, we 
decided to turn back. That was no fun….

We decided to make our way back to Great Harbour Cay 
Marina and wait out the weather. What an awesome 
place! On Monday, they have a pot luck dinner, Thurs-
day is homemade pizza night and Friday is Chill-n-grill. 
They come to your boat twice a week for fresh bread 
orders. We met Divine Miss ‘Em and many other awe-
some people. The locals everywhere we went were very 

Bimini, continued page 14 >>
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nice and appreciative that we were there. Their saying is 
“Come as a guest and leave as a friend”. We were given 
fresh Mahi off a couple of fishing boats, as they had 
caught too many….Yummy! 

On Thursday, April 20th, we said our good-byes and 
headed out for our 2nd attempt at Nassau. Well……
after making it around the Stirrup Cays and getting 
away from land a little, the seas were getting bad again. 
We decided to go back to Bimini and finally meet up 
with Annie B, who had not been able to leave Brown’s 
Marina in Bimini for the 3 weeks they were there, due to 
high winds and currents. 

John and I sailed all night back to Bimini and after a 
quick shower, breakfast made by Marty and a nap, we 
headed out for more exploring of Bimini. There was 
a straw market up the road, as well as, the Dolphin 
House. Ashley Saunders is the creator of this amazing 
place. Everything in it has been donated or he found 
items that washed up on the beach. He is currently 
working on the 3rd floor and gives a tour of the place 
and explains where everything came from. Without his 
pointing 
out what 
this is and 
that is, so 
much would 
be missed. 
There is a 
small gift 
shop, which 
we visited 
many times. 

The Baha-
mas were 
gearing up 
for the upcoming election. Both sides had parades and 
lots of excitement. They used so much power and water 
for their political rallies that the next day, there was 
very little water pressure and electricity for the marina. 

Sadly, Invictus and Annie B left Brown’s and Bimini for 
the 2nd time on Tuesday, April 25th, and headed to 
Gun Cay to anchor for the night before heading back to 
the states. 

Anchors up at 7:30am as we were making our way 
across the Gulf Stream, John captured a few photos of 
2 humpback whales in the stream and I captured a few 
photos of 2 little birds that stowed away on Invictus for 

a while. 
We made 
it to No 
Name Har-
bor at Key 
Biscayne 
in time to 
for Happy 
Hour 
and then 
anchor 
outside 
to watch the sun set. We almost decided to go back to 
Bimini, as it was only 45-50 miles, because there were 
too many Miami city lights to see stars and no breeze. 

Anchors were up early the next morning as we made 
our way to Buttonwood Sound, by Pelican Key, to 
anchor for the night. The next day, we made it to Boot 
Key as weather was coming our way. We met up with 
Mirror Image again and that evening we went to the 
Grand Re-Opening of Dockside. We explored Marathon 
again, learning more new places to go, while staying in 
Marathon for another week or so. Invictus and Annie 
B went to Marathon Yacht Club for 2 free nights, with 
Reciprocity, which turned out not to be free after all, 
and enjoyed their pool.

We left Annie B and headed out for Marco, left Invic-
tus at Rose Marina, rented a car and drove home for a 
couple of days. After heading back to Marco, we left 
and made our way to ‘Tween Waters in Captiva to meet 
up with Maine Event 2 for a couple of days. Annie B met 
us there on their way home from Key West. 

After leaving ‘Tween Waters, we headed for Englewood. 
They are dredging Stump Pass and we took our din-
ghy over and checked it out. They made a much larger 
beach area and are putting jetties in to help keep the 
channel open. They were still working on it so we could 
not use the pass. 

We met up with friends of Paul and Lee for Happy Hour 
and dinner at White Elephant, which is a short dinghy 
ride from the anchorage. After a couple of nights in 
Englewood, we headed for Cortez anchorage. Annie B 
and Maine Event 2 headed to Longboat Key. John and 
I met up with friends at Bradenton Beach for our last 
night HOORAH! It was a great ending to a great trip!

Anchors were up at 8:30am and we met up with Annie 
B and Maine Event 2 for the last leg back to BCYC. We 
made it home by 1:00pm from our 10 week, 1,103 mile 
cruise to the Bahamas!

Bimini, continued from page 13
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BCYC Spirit
Submitted by Paula Shur

We motor our dinghy in the clear Bahamian water to 
Eleuthera’s Glass Window Bridge, where the power-
ful blue Atlantic Ocean meets the tranquil turquoise 
Exuma Sound. The square opening under the bridge 
seems as if I am looking through a window. I sponge 
up this magnificent sight with all my senses. 

This breathtaking experience would not have been 
possible without the generosity of Roger and Becky 
Gilmore, S/V Sarah John.  A few weeks prior, our 
Torqeedo electric dinghy motor decided to display 
random error codes in Boot Key Harbor, Marathon. No 
matter what Ken tried, the stupid (my adjective for 
things that won’t work) motor would not even hint 
at starting. Why did the stupid motor do this the day 
before our Gulf Stream crossing weather window? 

We were lucky in our unluckiness.  Becky and Roger 
had just arrived in Boot Key after cruising the Bahamas. 
Not only did they have a Torqeedo, they offered it to us 
for our cruise.

“Do you think our broken Torqeedo is a bad sign?  

Should we give up on the Bahamas?” I asked Becky.

“Absolutely not.  It means you should go. We have a 
Torqeedo and we want you to use it,” said confident 
Becky.

Wow!! We are so thankful for their generosity. Becky and 
Roger have that special BCYC spirit.

Susan McQuillan, Invictus, shares the same spirit. When 
two solid weeks of blowin’ like stink wind prevented 
us from crossing, Susan McQuillan came to the rescue. 
Her taxi, restaurant and bar list, which included the 
best Happy Hour ever at Sparky’s, gave us plenty to do.  
Susan told us Bob and Judy Trehy, S/V Island Girl, were 
in Boot Key Harbor too.

We enjoyed swapping sailor stories over several lunches 
with Bob and Judy. Ask Bob to share his block ice saga, 
which had us laughing till it hurt.  We loved visiting 
Crane Point and Pigeon Key, both recommended by Bob 
and Judy. My attitude changed. I was no longer stuck 
in Boot Key. I was lucky to be in Boot Key. Bob and Judy 
know how to have fun! They have the BCYC spirit.

Craig and Sue, S/V Mirror Image, shared their BCYC 
spirit too.  Sue biked with me for my last chance to fill 
the fridge run to Publix. Sue, on her own folding bike, 
waited with patience for me on the rickety marina bike.

The day before we left Boot Key to stage our crossing at 
Rodriguez Key, the Gilmores, Smiths and Shurs feasted 
at Keys Fisheries, sharing that BCYC spirit.

Thank you so much Bob, Judy, Roger, Becky, Sue, Craig, 
and Susan.

Atlantic side

Exuma Sound side
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Sea Scouts Summer Cruise
Submitted by By Bessie Morse aboard Idler

The Gulfport Sea Scouts, Ship 915, set off from the Boca 
Ciega Yacht Club on Friday, May 26 for their annual 
summer cruise. There were 12 scouts on 3 boats, the 
Scout-owned Mirage skippered by Tony Angel and Joel 
Heyne; Rum-a-Round skippered by Ralph Shuler with 
Cathy Talisman as crew and Idler skippered by Bill and 
Bessie Morse.  

The departure took hours of preparation, everything 
from dividing up the food for 9 days amongst the 
boats, tying on dinghies and a lecture on safety that 
included the use of closed toe shoes at all time on deck 
and using jack lines and lifejackets at night.

We set out under favorable winds around 6pm for Key 
West. No sooner had the 3 boats entered the chan-
nel exiting Pass-a-Grille when Mirage sprung multiple 
problems. A fuel line leak and black exhaust smoke 
from a crumbling exhaust manifold forced them to 
head back to the dock. Before they did, they dispersed 
their 4 scouts to the remaining boats. So, Idler got a 
mountain of gear, 2 teenage boys and a case of water 
but no extra food! That brought the crew up to 8 with 3 
girls and 3 boys aged 14 to 20.

We motor sailed for the next 39 hours with the scouts 
taking 2 hour watches that paired the inexperienced 
ones with seasoned sailors while Bill and Bessie alter-
nated on 3 hour watches.  The night sky was quite dark 
as there was only a brief sliver of a moon.  However, the 
stars were numerous and there were plenty of well-lit 
shrimpers to keep the watches interesting.  

Daytime found the 
Scouts cooking all the 
meals and washing 
up but mostly they 
napped in the cockpit, 
in the salon, on the 
bunks or the floor and 
wedged into the rear 
quarter berth next to 
the hot, noisy engine.  
The 12 volt fans got a 
lot of use!

The mountain of gear 
was neatened once a 
day into a mound on 
triple dinette birth.  

That would last about 2 minutes until someone decided 
they needed a place to nap so the dinette contents 
were spread on every available surface including the 
navigation station, the salon floor and the galley. A 
giant pile of shoes blocked access to the tiny bar fridge 
and the nav station. Even the captain’s berth was not 
spared from gear taking up one third of the bunk. Some 
even ended up in the shower.

The cockpit was a good place to hide out from the sum-
mer sun, talk, make friendship bracelets and since this 
was the “girls” boat paint fingers and toes bright yellow, 
orange, blue or a dark green topped with black designs 
or copper glitter. Only Captain Bill passed on the polish.

We arrived in Key West at Sunday at 9am pulling 
alongside the transient docks of Key West Bight Marina.  
Within minutes the scouts had dispersed heading to 
the showers and the laundry facilities which turned out 
to be air conditioned so it was tempting to just hang 
out there.  But, one can’t go to Key West without brows-
ing Duval St. in search of a souvenir, and more impor-
tantly replenishing the candy stash as the 1 lb bag of 
gummy bears was devoured and there was still a week 
to go. The adults did the mundane chores of replenish-
ing the water tanks and emptying the sewage until 
Tony and Joel showed up.  They did a marathon 14-hour 
round trip drive to bring us food.  

We departed at 8am the next morning for a downwind 
motor sail in light winds heading for the Dry Tortugas.  
Again, the scouts resumed their 2 hour watches. The 
youngest and most inexperienced Scout promptly did 
three (3) 180 degree turns in a row, enough to scare 
Rum-a-Round into asking if we need help.  Thankfully 
all that was needed was a lesson on not overcorrecting.  

We made it to the Tortugas harbor late in the day to find 
a nearly full anchorage so Idler had to drop anchor on 
the outer edge.  Two Scouts set out in the dinghy sans 
motor to do some high tech manual depth sounding 
using a knotted line and a lead weight and reported that 
Idler had enough depth to swing if the wind changed.  
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The fact that the sun would set in 15 minutes didn’t de-
ter the Scouts from the 2 boats heading in to shore to 
explore Fort Jefferson.  The adults, meanwhile, stayed 
on board keeping the anchor watch with a well-earned 
libation. On their return, the Scouts vied for prime 
sleeping spots in the cockpit and on deck having 
discovered the joys of a cool breeze sleeping out in the 
cockpit and on the deck, before the winds drive them 
below a few hour later.

Tuesday found us in a slightly rocky anchorage as the 
wind had picked up overnight but the waves break on 
the nearby reefs before hitting the boat.  It was a full 
day of snorkeling around the fort’s defensive perimeter 
and exploring every nook and cranny of the interior.  
The two boats raft for the night and the Scouts do 
another night time exploration ashore.

We departed the next morning at 8:30 am sailing north 
towards Charlotte Harbor with the winds on the beam 
at 10 knots making Idler zip along at 6 knots. The two 

foot seas were enough to 
over stress the auto-pilot 
and the Scouts resumed 
hand steering with half 
hour watches as it took 
a fair amount of concen-
tration to follow Rum-a- 
Round.  Around 5pm with 
the Scout captain at the 

wheel, Idler almost passes them until Ralph tweaks his 
sails and gooses the engine speed as “the autopilot has 
drained his batteries.”

The winds gradually die down and the seas flatten 
until a storm moves in at 12:30 am with a half hour of 
driving rain and winds of 25-35 knots. Bill regrets his 
decision to not reef the main early but the Scouts had 
voted earlier in the day they would not mind dropping 
it in the dark. It doesn’t get done until the storm has 
passed.  

The winds continue to drive the boat under main alone 
till we arrive at the Charlotte Harbor sea buoy at 7am. 
The wind decreases and we motor up the bay to Punta 
Gorda. 11 am finds us at Fisherman’s Village with the 
Scouts deciding which they wanted to do first: shop-
ping for more candy, laundry or a shower.  The latter 
wins out, though the Rum-a-Round crew heads directly 
to the pool. Later, the older scouts head into town on 
bicycles furnished by the marina searching for Publix a 
mile away. The two boats combine resources and Ralph 

grills sausages for lunch by the pool. Early evening 
finds the scouts doing a single file conga line down the 
dock as they head out in search of dinner and the game 
arcade.

Friday gets off to a slow, lazy start with the adults bik-
ing to Publix with stops at every air-conditioned store 
along the way. In the afternoon, Tony and Joel bring more 
groceries and make yet another run to Publix. They were 
joined by Joel’s wife, Darlene, and Ruthie Peterson who 
will be replacing Kathy as crew on Rum-A- Round.  Sea 
Scout advisor Larry Dodson and daughter Laurel drive 
down from Riverview.  The Scouts pose for their tradition-
al trip picture next to the Shark at Fisherman’s Village.  

That night, Ralph grills steaks with garlic mashed po-
tatoes for the group near the pool. It is followed by a 
surprise birthday party for Bill complete with 3 cakes, a 
wonderfully signed card and gifts of cucumber from the 
Idler Scouts.  As the captain eats last , Bill had not gotten 
his full ration of a cold cucumber treat while we were 
under sail, much to his regret.

Saturday, we continue the trip north heading to Sara-
sota via the ICW as the winds were a light 3 knots from 
the stern. It was a long day of hot motoring but at least 
there was plenty of scenery and houses to see.  At dusk, 
we picked up a mooring at Marina Jack’s and the Scouts 
promptly head into town searching for ice cream.

Scouts, continued page 18 >>
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Rhumb Runner July 2017
Submitted by Barb Meyer, Captain & RR Sailing/Racing 
Co-Chair

The Rhumb Runner's started the lazy days of 
summer by kayaking to Gillligan's Island just west 
of Townshores.  The weather was slightly overcast 
making it a pleasant paddle.  Once there we did a little 
exploring and discovered several good beach areas for 
future trips. Approaching grey clouds and the question 
of a summer squall hastened our depart.  This trip has 
the potential for a lot of fun and we plan to make it 
a frequent destination in the future. All our summer 
water activities are TBA and informal over the summer. 

We also have some social events and educational op-
portunities planned. Paula Shur is PRO for the Dunedin 
Boat Club Friday night race series.  Interested RR's are 
joining her June 30th to learn more about running 
races and starts.  July 4th RR's are decorating a club 
float and walking in the Gulfport Parade.  We are join-
ing the Sea Scouts and club members at large to show 
our support for the community. In preparation for the 
upcoming sailing season the RR's are going to clean out 
the Sunfish Shed during the July workday. August 4th 
a night of Mermaid Crown making is planned. Sheree 
Annen and Joye Swisher attended this event on June 
16th and created beautiful works of art.  I can't wait to 
see more!

Dates for a refresher Pram day and Sunfish day are 
in the works for August.  Our Fall Sunfish/Pram se-
ries starts in September.  Cathy Talisman and Dianne 
Benedetti are hosts for the September covered dish.  As 
a fundraiser, RR's are going to have a silent auction dur-
ing the cocktail hour.  Fill your pockets with cash that 

night!  We need your support! RR's are the hosts for the 
October covered dish chaired by Patty Tishuk.  With her 
at the helm the party is sure to be a blast! Think Hallow-
een fun!  There is a 50/50 planned for that night too so 
bring more cash!  One of the reasons for our fundraising 
is we have a dream to one day personally own racing 
sails and rigging for at least five Sunfish.  Another, is to 
contribute to a scholarship for young women sailors. 

With all that said, we welcome Becky Gilmore as our So-
cial Events Chair for 2017/2018.  I suspect our calendar 
will grow even more! 

Once again, we hope BCYC women who have ex-
pressed interest in the past will join us again and be 
a part of making this 
a successful women's 
group.  It will be only as 
good as we choose to 
make it.  New ideas are 
always welcomed.

I will leave you with our 
mission statement.  The 
mission of Rhumb Run-
ners is to provide ven-
ues for the women of 
Boca Ciega Yacht Club 
who are interested in 
sailing, social activities, 
community involve-
ment, fellowship, and 
fun.  Our commitment 
is to offer educational opportunities that will build con-
fidence and foster independence  while promoting the 
sport of sailing.  We welcome all women regardless of 
where their interests lie, both on and off the water.  

Scouts, continued from page 17

Rhumb Runner Bahamas travelers 
receive their sailing awards

The next morning was an early start (7am) for fuel 
before continuing on up the ICW heading towards 
BCYC.  We make the Cortez Bridge at 11am and Anna 
Maria shortly after that only to run aground briefly. The 
steering Scout forgot the need to look behind as well 
as forward when moving in a narrow channel to watch 
for drift due to current, winds and twisting channels.  
It was a wet, gray day with lots of quick showers and 
drizzle.

Around 12:30 pm, the Scout who earlier in the trip did 
the 180s, steers us into the Pass-a-Grille channel and 
under the bridge into Boca Ciega Bay with very little 
coaching.  When we arrive at the dock, the Scouts had 
to pour the water out of their shoes before they could 
put them on to handle the docking.  The summer trip 
was over, the mission of learning to handle a big sail-
boat accomplished all while having a good time.
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May Sail School 2 Sailout
Photos by Joye Swisher and Dan Chesnut

Sailout, continued page 20 >>

19



Sailout, continued from page 19
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From the Archives
Submitted by Capt. Richard “Sandbar” Walters, Historian

Our history would not be complete if we didn’t give 
recognition to the early history of Gulfport and the 
founding fathers who molded this city into a sailing 
community. The name chosen for our yacht club was 

not by mere happenstance. In 1907, 
Elmer W. Wintersgill (later to become the 
first Mayor of Gulfport) built a private 
wooden pier with corrugated metal-
covered slips located at the foot of 52nd 
Street which became the original Boca 
Ciega Yacht Club. The clubhouse was 
built on pilings out in the bay. Wind and 
waves took their toll and it was replaced 
in 1918 by a public pier made of wood. 
This new pier became popular for fishing 
and watching sunsets. 

The history of the first BCYC was known 
by a few Sunshine City Boat Club mem-
bers. The Board back then were called 
The Staff and they put on a contest to 
name the new club. The pot for the win-
ning name was a whopping $10. Dell 
Wilkie, and Meryle and Taylor Gish took 
the prize. Naming the new club was the 
easy part. Converting an old Retired 
Coast Guard Officers’ clubhouse and a 
large pit of sand and mud into a viable 
active sailing organization was a mam-
moth undertaking. 

We only paid $100 a month to the city 
for our first lease but spent over $30,000 

the first two years making major renovations to the 
clubhouse, dredging mud to make a boat basin, along 
with building docks and seawalls. Hundreds of concrete 
block were placed by members to add a ten foot exten-
sion to the clubhouse’s east side and to add a short pe-
rimeter wall to support the screened in porch we have 
today. Two large sliding door windows were installed 
along with many interior upgrades. An entirely new 
galley section was rebuilt at the north end. The mud flat 
that was to become our boat basin started at two inches 
and was dredged to ten feet and a concrete boat ramp 
added. We also helped dredge the channel that goes to 
the Gulfport Yacht Club during the time that our south 
jetty was being erected. 

Without the hundreds of volunteer hours of many mem-
bers, with skilled craftsmen being among them, our 
club would not have succeeded. It was imperative to get 
the basin built as quickly as possible to coax the mem-
bers who had boats to relocate. Time was of the essence 
with the city requiring certain improvements within 
two years. The upheaval of being evicted from their 
home in downtown Saint Petersburg took a toll on the 

membership. 
The dedicated 
members had 
to work fever-
ishly to get 
the basin and 
clubhouse in 
a useful state 
to regain its 
membership.

I would like 
to mention a 
couple indi-
viduals who 
helped sup-
port us during 
this time of 
transition. 
Red Marston, 
long-time 
boating edi-
tor of the St. 
Petersburg 
Times, said, 
“Gulfport, 
steadily 
improving its 
waterfront 

Original BCYC (Gulfport 1908-1918)

Archives, continued page 22 >>
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Archives, continued from 
page 17

and happy with a marina 
that is realistically planned 
and financed, considers the 
Sunshine City Boat Club an 
asset.” Red supported our 
vision for many years and 
was known for saying, that 
BCYC was the “cruisingest” 
yacht club in the region. 
Another prominent figure 
was Bill Nettling, the Build-
ing Superintendent for the 
City of Gulfport, an avid 
yachtsman himself in his 
younger days, who assisted 
in the transformation of the 
clubhouse into an active 
sailing organization. 

I’m confident that our his-
tory will continue at our 
present home. We need to 
keep the faith and do what 
is necessary to remain an 
“asset” in the marina district. 

Will this take many more 
volunteer hours and a sub-
stantial amount of money? 
Yes, so what! 

Giving in to anything less is 
not an option for the men 
and women who seek the 
wind and the places it takes 
us. 

Every sailor needs a home, 
to recount their travels, 
some embellished, with 
fellow mariners over a good 
meal and drink.

Keep making history. 
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June Club Racing

24



From the Desk of Your Flag Officer
Submitted by Tony angel

Marty & Carol Southard were out motor sailing 
the sweet ANNIE B off Sanibel Island in 
when the boat suddenly slowed 
down and then the 
engine quit 
with a loud 
“ker-thump”.  The 
Gulf water in March will 
make parts of your body seek 
refuge with major contractions but 
swimming is the only way to get rid of a crab 
trap.  To commemorate the event the flag goes to 
Captain Southard.

Jeff and Dianne Stern took RUM-A-ROUND 
out with a cockpit full of guests to The 

May full moon night-sail.  As 
it turned out the 

other BCYC 
boats logged 

that Rum-a-Round 
spent the better part of the 

evening working off a shoal near the 
east side of the channel.  The “Full Moon Ship 

Aground” flag goes to Captain Jeff.

Richard Walters entered SEAHAWK in the Hospice 
Cup Regatta and Bruce Bingham volunteered to bring 
the boat around to Davis Island because Richard had 
to work.  He had a little difficulty out in the bay be-
cause the engine overheated dramatically.  Without 
an engine, the wind was on the nose from the turn to 
“Structure E” so he decided to go out at Pass-a-Grille 
and then enjoy the sail up Tampa Bay.  

That was at 12:30 but when Richard pulled into Davis 
Island Yacht Club at 5:00 Bruce and Seahawk still had 
not arrived.  Enquiring minds ask "Why?"!   

The record shows Captain Bingham held one tack too 
long and Seahawk invaded the security zone for Mac-
Dill Air Force Base and Americas Central Command.  A 
heavily armed Air Force/Homeland Security boat flew 
across the water to intercept the hostile sailing ves-
sel Seahawk.  The Captain of this vessel ordered Bruce 
to stand-down and prepare for immediate boarding.  
Bruce threw out an anchor and informed the federal 
officer that he was the Captain of the vessel and that 
he would safely drop and secure his sails before he 
could hove-to and honor a boarding party.

Well, it is not cool to piss off a young officer in uni-
form when you are told to pull over.  Our Mr. 

Bingham was boarded, inspected, 
audited, examined for 

drugs or the pos-
session of 

drugs.  He was 
told to produce the 

boats registration – which 
he could not find. Totally worn 

down, Bruce found his phone, turned it on, 
and called “Sandbar Walters” who explained his 

ownership of the boat.  

Finally, after a long 2-hour inspection it was determined 
that Seahawk did not contain explosive materials and 
she was not sailed by a terrorist. 

Richard passed on the news that the sea-cock to the 
engine was closed and events began to look kindly on 
a very frustrated Captain Bingham as he motored in to 
Davis Island.

Marty Southard, John McLeod, and Paul Stiffler sailed 
together on many nice little cruises this year 

and managed to cover up their capers 
well.  Some friends in Venice 

have reported 
that in 

January they 
made a mistake 

that will always mess up a 
group of sailboats.  They followed 

each other down the ICW thru Venice 
like three ducks in a row—and when they got 

stopped by the second bascule bridge all three found 
sand while they waited for an opening.  

No one did a better job of grounding than Captain Stif-
fler. 

Good Marty Southard threw a short 20 ft. tow line to 
Paul and then gave ANNIE B full throttle.  Paul 

did the same thing with the good 
ship Main Event 2.  

MAIN EVENT 
2 broke loose 

from her sand bar 
and charged into her good 

Samaritan with a sound thump.  
There are a couple of flags in that.

Flags, continued page 26 >>
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The Lollipop flag goes to Marty Southard.  
John McLeod worked himself loose 

this time but rumor has it 
that his ability to 

find sand is 
remarkable.

Memorial Day came and 
our friends from Tampa Sailing 

Squadron came to visit with 16 boats.  
Many of our club members hung around to 

help the visitors into our vacant slips.  Generally, the 
process went smoothly.  

Stefan Kaschkadayev took his new boat, VIVE, to 
Desoto Point with some other club members and 
anchored. In the night a storm came through. 
Her little anchor and five feet of light 
chain popped loose with the 
first 25 knot gust 
and then she 
went scoot-
ing past Main Event 2.  
She stopped when her little 
anchor snagged the rode of Main 
Event 2.  That kept her off the mangroves for 
the night and she earned the Dragon Anchor Flag.  
Sorry Paul, you must work a little harder to get the lol-
lipop.

New boats always need new parts, and as well main-
tained as VIVE was, Stefan Kaschkadayev had 

to replace the head. After he unfastened 
the lines and bolts Stefan carried 

the old honey-pot out 
to the deck. As 

he stepped 
over the life-

lines his hands slipped 
and the Head went head-first 

into the next slip.  It was high tide 
and no one saw the splash so that was it 

for the night.

The next day a friend stopped by to see if Stefan need-
ed a hand with the installation and he asked about the 
white thing under the finger pier.  Well, retrieving a 
porcelain head with a skinny boat hook requires special 
skill and that is deserving of a special flag.

Lee Nell had a good and experienced crew this year 
in the “Bone Island Regatta”.  They sailed close to 
shore to use the land/sea breeze and 
then turned for Key West off 
Marco Island. At that 
point, they 
set the 
whisker pole and 
sailed “wing-on-wing”.  
Larry Brown held a straight 
course when he was on helm and he 
also did an excellent job of navigating with 
his lap-top.  The problem is those assignments are 
two jobs—not one.  

As Captain Nell came up the companionway, Larry was 
concentrating on the lap-top and not the helm.  The 
boom came across on a jibe and sent the captain back 
down the companionway. With that the by-laws for 
MEESHEE were rewritten after an ice pack was as-
sembled for Lee.  Navigation and piloting became two 
separate jobs and Mr. Brown was promised a flag for 
failing to respect the dignity of the boat owner.

This month our Flag Officer, Tony Angel decided to 
take a trip around the parking lot for some 

unexplained reason. Because 
he is getting up in age 

he obviously 
forgot that 

he had a 
boat and a trailer 

attached to his SUV. He 
cut the corner on one turn and 

relocated one of the boats in dry storage 
by 110 feet.   

The porch committee thinks that is a flaggable offense!

Flags, continued from page 25

Bargains for Sale from the Sea Scouts
Two 22.5 Coastal Cruisers with outboard engines. ready to 
go out for a wonderful weekend. From $4,500 to $5,500. 

One handmade “Spindrift” 10 ft. sailing dink that breaks into 
two sections to nest together on the foredeck until it is need-
ed. Donated by a world cruiser who painstakingly assembled 
it and carried it aboard his Creelock 46 for 10 years.  $550.00

Folding Japanese trailer ideal for Florida. 8 by 4-foot flat bed 
with racks for sides. Folds up, stands up, and rolls on casters 
into no more that 2 by 4 ft. of wall storage in an otherwise 
packed Florida garage.  $300.00

14.5 foot Catalina Capri sail boat with very acceptable sails 
and a useable trailer.  Sold “as-is” with trailer $600.00

Contact Tony Angel
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Support our advertisers. Tell them you saw them in the Windword!

5405 Shore Blvd. South • Gulfport
(727) 323-8643  •  www.omaddys.com

Follow us on Facebook for more great deals & happenings!

Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour 8am to 8pm
Live Music Thursdays - Sundays
Mexican Mondays - Prime Rib Fridays
Great daily food & drink specials!!!
Karaoke everyday @ 9:30
Open 7 Days a Week

You usually see them around the Club wearing 
shorts and T-shirts, about to sail somewhere. But 
they clean up well and  are as passionate about 
helping you with your       Real Estate needs as      
 they are about boating. 

With Decades of Both Boating and 
Real Estate Experience  

SHEP and PAULA  
Can HELP 

DO THEY LOOK FAMILIAR? 

Paula Haemmerle & Shep Massar 
Real Estate Associates 
(727) 254-6436    (727) 504-2895 
PaulaandShep@gmail.com 

St. Pete Beach, FL  33706 

YourGulfCoastHomes.com 
Each office is independently owned and operated 

Call Them Today For Free 
Confidential Consultation 
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Tifton Drive S.

Map Courtesy of Mike McGrail, Anchors Away Graphics

Boca Ciega Yacht Club & Anchorage
4600 Tifton Drive South
Gulfport, FL 33711
727-321-7295
www.sailbcyc.org

www.facebook.com/SailBCYC
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2017 Youth Sailing Takes Off!
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